
A Ghazalian Perspective on Discursive 
Traditions: Provenance of Knowledge and 
Authority Past and Present Dilemmas

This paper explores the notion of a discursive tradition from a Ghazalian perspec-
tive, and how it can be amplified and tailored for contemporary Muslim needs. 
Discursivity in classical and post-classical Islam was a much more complex prop-
osition compared to contemporary conceptualisations of it. Furthermore, draw-
ing on Saʿd al-Dīn al-Taftāzānī, the paper will argue for the need to explore the 
homogeneity of knowledge, a proportion that most traditionalists - of all stripes - 
are resisting with their versions of identity politics based on East vs West, Islam vs 
West political dynamics. The paper will also weave some of the experiences gained 
while educating madrasa graduates in India and Pakistan, in questions of science, 
theology and history, in the Madrasa Discourses program in the past 5 years.
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