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ABSTRACT:

Marriage and the household are major subjects in the Qurʾān, which has been 
completely unrecognised by the major introductions to the text. This is perhaps 
because scholars fail to recognise the fundamental importance of the household 
as a locus of pious action; the consequences of this omission have been grave. 
It is common to misunderstand the very nature of Qurʾānic addresses and the 
audience being addressed. This paper explores the place of marriage and the 
household in Qurʾānic eschatology and piety. It examines why men are so often 
addressed and nuances the picture of the society of seventh-century Arabia. 
Such a historical contextualisation is vitally important for understanding the 
picture of marriage and the household in the Qurʾān, but it is also important 
for understanding the Qurʾān’s entire approach to eschatology and piety, which 
balances inequalities in the world with the possibility of equality in the Hereafter. 
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