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ABSTRACT:

Muslim jurists commonly hold the opinion that Islamic Sharia governs every 
aspect of a Muslim’s life due to the belief that Islam is a holistic religion and way of 
life. As such, the Sharia has the capacity to respond to many challenges faced by 
Muslims in any era and context. Indeed, family life and all the components which 
surround this institution are thus governed by Islamic Sharia. Any questions or 
legal matters pertaining to family life such as marriage can be understood and 
answered by the Sharia via the opinion of an astute and qualified Muslim jurist 
through his or her ijtihād (exerting one’s utmost effort to extrapolate an Islamic 
ruling from the Qurʾān, Sunna, reason/ʿaql, and consensus/ʿijmā).

In this paper I argue that there are certain juristic principles within the Qurʾān 
and Sunna which can be used as a way to maintain and govern all aspects of 
family life through a jurist’s ijtihād. Through this method of ijtihād, new issues 
and questions can be dealt with adequately which are raised by Muslims living in 
an ever-changing modern society.

Moreover, I shall demonstrate the effectiveness of certain juristic principles 
which can be utilised in governing family life which I shall refer to as “family law” 
and how ijtihād leads to further developing an overall Islamic Sharia. Further 
deliberations on other principles shall be examined in depth to add further 
nuances to my research.
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