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ABSTRACT:

This paper will critically engage with the ways in which this contested form of 
marriage has fluctuated historically and spatially into the 21st century. The 
various uses and abuses of temporary marriage – a highly controversial and 
stigmatised practice – continue to be practiced, exoticized and called into 
question in Muslim and non-Muslim societies around the globe. 

Focusing on Muslim diasporic spaces the paper will explore, question, and 
uncover historical trajectories leading to complex and contradictory religious 
rulings, representations, and practices of temporary marriages in Western 
contexts. As these histories continue to shape diasporic discourses and practices, 
it will also demonstrate how they are being re-examined and reworked anew by 
Shīʿī's and Sunnis, across genders, generations, class, and ethnicities.

The paper will examine the origins of temporary marriage in Islam, beginning 
with different forms of marriages in pre-Islamic times, through to the 
institutionalisation of temporary marriage in Shīʿī jurisprudence. Within this 
framework, we examine different ethnic, sectarian, and doctrinal approaches 
and how they have continued to evolve as an alternative/addition to permanent 
marriage across time and place. Finally, against this background, looking 
ethnographically across generations at communities in London and New York, 
we will see how this contested gendered practice takes on and signifies cultural, 
religious, and political meanings and in turn informs diasporic subjectivities. 
Serving as a point of entry into broader issues of marriage and body politics, 
this study demonstrates that temporary marriage is not a descriptive, objective 
category, but an analytical tool to navigate gender relations in diasporic spaces.
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