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Introduction

This is a monthly progress report, for the periethheeen 01/April/2010 to
30/April/2010.

The Educational Department

» Teaching

The educational department has undertaken numexciivgties for the year 2010. Some of
these have to be initiated whist others have t@drapleted. The following is a list of the
department’s activities and its progress;

1. M.A. program

Classes have now fully resumed from Monday tH& dfMay. The Institute is now
preparing for end of semester examinations.

The Recruitment process for new students has bédyers and adverts are being
placed in the news paper and other mediums of #glvgr such as cable television
etc. The Institute has also now developed anddotred an optional online moodle
system for students and staff. The web-based proghaw the lectures to upload
their teaching materials for students to access@nthe program is called OODLE.
The program have been introduced to the instructegsare in the process
introducing the program to the students.

1a. New full time students

The Institute for the new Academic Year 2010-2048% bnrolled a new student
onto its MA Program. The name of the new studeMasaika Kazmi.

2. External students

Dr lan Williams has been actively working on a jotourse module with the Queens
Foundation. This module is on course for deliveom March 2011. This module

has almost been completed and is now being sehetécademic Board of Queens
Foundation.

The PhD student from Durham University startedsds on Monday; she has been
studying Arabic Grammar, Ulum al Quran and UluniHadith under the supervision
of Sheik Muhammad , its has been decided that laielistance that she has to travel
its better that we tutor her via Skype. The sitmahas now been assessed and we
will continue with this method of delivery untiléhend of the semester.



3.

Evening classes

As well as our full time course, we have startededes of evening classes where
students/public can attend at the institute, dofolthe discussions and lectures online
through our website. The daytime and evening cauaise as follow;
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Spirituality by Shk. Arif

Tafseer of the Holy Qur'an by Sh. Arif

Logic leading to Metaphysics by Sh. Arif

Irfan by Sh. Arif

Nahj al-Balaghah in English & Persian language®hyFanaei

Intermediate courses on Legal Theory and MethogobygSh. Muhammad
(In Arabic)

Logic by Shk. Muhammad.(In Arabic)

>

Concluded A series of Urdu lectures by Syd Sajjad HussainiNe@re given
last month for a period of 4 weeks. These lectuwese given in Urdu
language and included discussions on: Timamah of Ghadir, issues of
khilafah, burial of the Holy Prophet (s.a.w) amtasion of the wafat of Lady
Fatima al-Zahra’ (‘a.s). These lectures have beeorded and added to our
media library.



4. Onlinelecturing.
a. Spirituality; Mondays 7.30 pm delivered by Shk.fAri
b. Tafseer al-Quran; Tuesdays 7.30 pm, delivered byldhArif
Attended by by over 30 students in- class/online

c. Philosophy; Tuesdays 8.30 pm delivered by shaykh A
Attended by 16 in-class/onlinedetts

d. Nahj al-Balaghah in Persian; Wednesdays 7.30@¢livered by Dr. Fanaei (to
start 19/05/10)

e. Intermediate courses on Legal Theory and Methodolddursdays
7.30pm delivered by Sh. Muhammad (In Arabic)

f. Logic; Thursdays 8.30pm by Shk. Muhammad. (lal#c)

Attended by 6 in-class/online students

PhD scholarship program

The lecturing by the students are as follow

Hashim Bata; Introduction to Islamic sciences (fisar students)
Riaz Walji; Introduction to Islamic Sciences rgfiyear students)

Ali Issa Mallah; Islamic jurisprudence (Third araufth year students)

As well as teaching, the students are working amerous other tasks as listed in the
scholarship agreement, such as writing articlesaaimiinistrative work.

Shazim Husayn, a new scholarship student, willdsearching 3 papers as part of the
scholarship agreemeritiease look under research and publication for metails

Validation progress
Meeting officials; University of Middlesex

Validation forms have been submitted to the Uniwgrsf Middlesex and they have
returned them to us requesting additional inforomatiThe additional information
requested have been submitted and we are awthegngniversities response.

Meeting with Various Universities for Collaborative Work

Durham Governance Initiative and Shia Studies Rmogne at Durham University
are planning to hold a 4 day residential conferefioen June 1% till June 14'
encompassing 3 separate events.



1- Du'a workshop (6 participants) 9:00-12:00 on Mondaype 14

2- ‘Allame Tabatabaie Lecture (A Key note Speaker)004t5:00 on Monday
June 14th

3- Seminary Conference (up to 20 speakers) 15:30-18h3@onday 1% and all
sessions on Tuesday™&nd morning Sessions of Wednesdal} 16ne

The main aim of holding these 3 separate everaddimay residential conference is to
maximise the overall audience for all events ardlice the hassle of travelling to
Durham for each individual event. Each event wdl/é its own poster and title and
will be held completely separately. The only comuddy will be the venue and
hospitality arrangements which the participantstred other events will have the
chance to attend.

The Du’'a workshop will be held based on Al-Mahditsitial agreement with
Durham’s Shia Studies Programme as a joint venflinere are already potential
speakers for the event from Iran and we have atgeed with the Theology
Department in Durham that they will contribute 2riStian speakers to the event.

We are delighted to announce that Sheikh Arif &igieed to attend our Seminary
conference as a prominent Shia scholar. Ayatolladthaghegh Damad will present
the first Tabatabaie Lecture Series.

Educational seminars, workshops and conferences

The Al-Mahdi Institute organized a seminar on Twagsd0 April 2010. The seminar
was entitledragiyyain Islam, and was held at the Al-Mahdi Institute.

Al-Mahdi Institute presents...

- Tagiyya in Islam

Is there a
difference between
| and eption?

Featuring discussion by
DR Revd. Toby Howarth on:

‘Taqiyya, trust and the noble lie’

Tuesday 20 April at 11:00

Al-Mahdi Institute, Birmingham B12 9AE

For more information email: hashim_bata@hotmail.com Eaps] AL-MAHDI
or call: 0787 773 5950 T

532 Moscley Road, Birmingham, B12 9AE www.almahdi.edu




Seminar report:

On Tuesday 20 April 2010, the Al-Mahdi Institutdch@ seminar entitled tagiyya in
Islam. The purpose of this seminar was to answeirtiportant question of whether
there is a difference between the Islamic concépagyya (concealing or disguising
one’s beliefs) and deception.

Dr Revd Toby Howarth whose presentation was edtitlagiyya, trust and the noble
lie” delivered the Seminar. Toby works in the Argin Diocese of Birmingham,
lecturing Islamic studies at Crowther Hall in Sellgk, he is also a vicar of St

Christopher’s Church, and is the Bishop’s Intetttr&idviser. Toby has established a
very special relationship with the Al-Mahdi Instéuand has previously presented
seminars, workshops and conferences held by thi¢ubes

Toby in his presentation explained his experiemcevorking with non-Muslims. He
stated that one of the main concerns of non-Muslisnthe Islamic conception of
tagiyya, and proclaimed that it is this concept thas caused many non-Muslims to
distrust Muslims, in particular Shiite Muslims whold the concept of tagiyya as a
fundamental part of their belief. He focused on therent political climate and
pointed towards some interesting accounts of EMarajeChristians who hold the
belief that Americas President Obama is a Muslimh iarhiding it from the world as
he is in tagiyya. Moreover, he also pointed out steme people he met hold the view
that Iran is producing nuclear weapons but is lgdirfrom the world as it too is in

tagiyya.

Nonetheless, after explaining the real understandh tagiyya in the Islamic
tradition, the main bulk of Toby’s discussion was whether it is ethical to lie in
extraneous circumstances. Being a Christian, Tayted out the fact that a number
of prominent Christian theologians have like Musjnalso suggested that when a
person is faced with a life and death situatiors ftermissible for him to lie. Thus, in
essence Toby pointed out that the Christians ase h similar understating to that of

tagiyya.

It became apparent from this seminar that ther® lesck serious of comprehensive
works in English language that explain what is midanthe Islamic conception of
tagiyya, in particular in the Shiite tradition. Slseems to be the reason why there are
many negative conations attached to it.



There was an overall attendance of 15 people adhenar, and the general feedback
received from the participants was that the sulgbosen was extremely interesting
and that the quality of the speaker was very gdegrthermore, almost every

participant confirmed that they would recommends tekeminar to a friend or a

colleague.

The video of the seminar on tagiyya in Islam isilakdée on the following link:

http://almahdi.edu/index.php?option=com hwdvideos&task=viewvideo&ltemid=
110&video id=209
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Future Events:

The Al-Mahdi institute will be holding a seminar @t May 2010 at the Al-Mahdi Institute
entittedThe Arabic LanguagéProfessor Charles Burnett, from the Universityofdon: The

Warburg Institute will present the seminar on “Araliearning in the Intercultural
Transmission of Science in the Middle Ages”. Updaéad reports will follow in May’s
report.

Culture Interfaith and

Communities

University Of Minnesota

Dr Williams a lecturer at AMI and Sheikh Mahmood AMI both lectured to
approximately 04 undergraduate students of the étsity Of Minnesota at the Al-
Mahdi Institute In addition the students where tak& a visit to local mosque to
observe Friday prayers.

Department of Communities and Local Government

The institute is working on the policy advisory biaf the Training for Faith Leaders
project directed by the Department of Communitied &ocal Government; we are
working on editing the research document, the arglasing to Shia Islamic Studies.
The purpose of this to make sure that there isia\&iice on national policy.

Department of Children, Schools and Family and The Department for
I nternational Devel opment

The Principal members of the senior advisory andiadum board for Islam and
Citizenship Education being directed by the Departtmof Children, Schools and
Family and The Department for International Devetept. The purpose of this to
make sure that there is a Shia voice on nationatanal policy. We are constantly
reviewing the curriculum that is being produced.



Friends of the Earth

We are at present together with The Friends ofetinth developing training courses
to promote awareness of the Environment to faithnroonities The Committee is
now seeking ways to take this forward into commansit

West Midlands Fire Service

The Institute has arranged community awarenesssedor the West Midlands Fire
Service. There were ten members in attendance.cbuese was conducted by our
instructors, Dr lan and Shazim with other volunseer

Director’s Activities

Teaching

Shaykh Arif conducts lectures in three differeragrams that are running at al-Mahdi
Institute

Program one; Advanced classes

The Institute is running an advanced classes pnogitee program constitute of three
modules;

-Philosophy
- Usul al-Figh
-Figh

The advance classes are delivered by shaykh Anifset classes are attended by
students who have completed the four year MA progra

Program two; MA program

As well as the advance program, Shaykh Arif defverctures to the first year
students in Irfan and Ethics.

Program three; Evening classes

Tafseer al-Qur'an, Philosophy and Irfan are dekdeby shaykh Arif online and in
class as part of the evening program.



I nterviews

The Quran Academy interviewed the director on hswvg on the nature of the
Quranic teachings as a part of a documentary oQuman. The documentary is due to
be edited and posted online by the academy. Tleetdirwas later approached by the
academy to do recordings of a series of ten tatkihe Quran for them.

The director was interviewed live on television thgctor Warsi on the theme of
natural evils and the role of God. The director \Weder asked to do ten further live
interviews on similar themes

The director sat as a main guest speaker on twewiseld panel discussion dealing
with the issue of rights of partners within a marisetup in the contemporary
European western context

Consultation

Members of the youth body of Birmingham met witk thrector to look into ways of
increasing services provided by the institute eybuths of the community

Meetings

The director met with some of the Shia communitgdiErship to form a team
comprising members of different Shia communitiesdldy al-Mahdi Institute that
could look into matters of dispute resolution.

The director met with agha Murtaza Puya over tlea idf creating a multi-faith centre
under the name of “house of Abraham” which wouldveeas a common space for
people of Abrahamic and non-Abrahamic traditionsgather for worship. It was

decided that a full proposal would be drafted ataging point.

Community
The Director delivered the following;

« Two Friday sermons at the Birmingham Mosque to pac#y audience
discussing the need of integrating morality intoilyddife and positive
engagement within the wider community.

» A series of talks at Birmingham Mosques and variather centers in the U.K.
as a part of an ongoing community outreach prograthe al-Mahdi Institute

» A series of talks on spirituality to communitiegtside Birmingham



* A talk to the Sunday Madressah- As level studeatsthemes of religious
philosophy.

Research, Publications and
Translations

Research

Shazim Husayn- as mentioned under the scholarsbgram- will be researching the
following;

1. An article consisting on 10,000 words. To be codetliby November 2010

2. Two articles consisting of 4,000 word each. Finsicke to be concluded by
August 2010, second article to be concluded by Des 2010.

The institute is in the process of advancing itseagch department. Our aim is to
complete one research paper a month, to reseaslaith we are in the process of
commissioning various researches to research ahtyopaper each. The research
papers will consist of 4000 word each, and willavailable online for the public to

access.

Newsl etter

The next newsletter will be out in the first wedkJaly '10. This will coincide with
the wiladah of our %t Imam. Therefore we are trying to set our themectvhiill
either be based on the life of our Imam or to idelarticles on the months of Sha’ban
and the importance of the Holy month of Ramadan.

Publications

» “Complete Manual of short Ziyarat & Salutations”
The book has been completed and sent to the winter

> Syria Book

This book is not a project of the Al-Mahdi Insteéuand has not been prepared by us
but is being edited by members of the staff. Warktas still in progress.

Trandations



Kitab Al Tawhid is nearing completion; there argagximately 45,000 words to be
completed which should be finished within two manth

I.T. Department

» The website is regularly updated as and when reduir

» Tafseer and Mantiq sessions of Shk. Arif are béirgadcast live every week
and uploaded on the website

» Staff task sheets and end of month reports arelagguwploaded on the
website

» Media Library:

a. Audio and video files of the Tafseer sessions \8itik. Arif have been
recorded are uploaded on a weekly basis

b. Conference on Islam and Human rights was recordeldpat on the
website.

c. Muharram and Arba’in lectures (1431) of Shk. Avifere sent to us by
Peterborough and Milton Keynes Jamaats and have peton the
website.

» The e-learning system has been set up. It is a ledenpew separate website
which when installed is like an empty page themfohave been working on
the ground-work for it and all the sections ancegaties had to be created.
Since it is in the initial stages only one modudes lbeen put in so far to show
what it will look like. The rest of the materialslisrequire to be uploaded.
This can be viewed atttp://www.almahdi.edu/elearning

> Logins have been made for teachers to upload tleeiching materials.
Training will be given to them to enable them tosdo

» | have also worked on the component of restrictiisgrs to access certain
pages on our website such as the trustees page.

» Events being held at the AMI are regularly updated subscribers to our site
are notified in due time. We have had many moreattions to our site in
the month of April.

> | have been working with Br. Salmaan Ebrahim onmew website. 85% of it
has been completed.



> Please find attached the analysis of visits tosier for the month of Mar "10.
Our site is being accessed from 60 countries artlumevorld.

> A new version of the calendar was installed onveelpsite.

> A new series of Urdu lectures by Syd Sajjad Hus$&qvi was initiated in
the beginning of this month for a period of 4 we€ekisese lectures are given
in Urdu language and include discussions on: ‘Thenmahof Ghadir, issues of
khilafah, burial of the Holy Prophet (s.a.w) amsdue of Fadak. These
lectures have been recorded and will be addedrtanedia library.

The Library

» The newweb-basedibrary program ‘KOHA’ was installed and they have
provided us with a login. However this is limitesl they are still trying to find
away to finish the migration process to enable smaad complete migration
of data without loosing any of the data. After tatkto the persons involved
in the ‘KOHA’ program, they advised that they arging to contact the
company who build the program to seek support aweta from them on how
to migrate without loosing any data. There was ate dget on how long it
would take until they get an answer back. So a sstign was raised witch is ,
if they are able to find out how much data woulddst and what kind of data
then we might think of start the migration and dost data will be manually
input instead of waiting not knowing how long it wd take. In that way it
would save them time and us time and money.

> Books are ordered on a regular basis, and therdasus on purchasing books
in English because of the demand from the studamdsothers. Cataloguing is
in progress.

» The rearranging of the books and shelves startgdpubting new Section
Guides and placing books in different order, to enétke search for books
easier for the students and others.

> A new language course for Arabic and Persian laggsidave been bought for
the students and uploaded on the computers im#tiute for their use.

» We had a previous subscription with Oxford Jourrfaisan online and print
version of the Journal of Islamic Studies. Sinasthare now included in Jstor
we have unsubscribed. However as we still requiee drint copies for the
library we are subscribing annually to these orm@@nal basis rather than the



Institutional as this proves much cheaper (as th bases we only receive one
copy).

Students have been given access to both our eroeso(stor and Questia).
They will be required to login and use the faati However to avoid misuse
and that only our existing students benefit frorasth facilities; the password
will be changed annually.

Projected plansfor the Library

Since we will now have a web-based program. Recofdsll students will be
stored electronically rather than the manual systédiith has been the norm to
date. (the existing program did not support thislitsg nor the ones mentioned
below)

The following are some of the projected plans with introduction of the new
web-based program.

» To provide the students with library cards.
» The library catalogue to be available to everyosiagiour site.

» To scan and digitalize our books and upload thehohly to be accessed
by users who register with us. Available resourads be provided as
links. As we have some invaluable resources in ldaary which are
unavailable anymore; Universities are willing toybthe links to these
books as and when we upload them. As Scanningeobtioks is a time
consuming project books will either be scannedhatnstitute gradually or
particular companies (depending on costs incuroesitacted to do the
scanning for us in bulk in keepingth copyright restrictions.

The P.R Department

‘Al-Mahdi Blog’ is an initiative taken where people can air anpress their
views and share thoughts. It is open to everyone¢hef public. It is not
moderated as such but monitored regularly. It wasndnt for a while but has
now been revived. It functions as a notice boardval with selected and
interesting issues which may be of interest to Musland Shi'as in particular.

‘Friends of Al-Mahdi’ is a forum which is by invitation only at the memt

and hosted on the NING platform. The invitatiorttee moment is open to all
Shia’s globally. It is intended that the invitatiorat a later stage will be
extended to others. Currently the numbers of mesnder around 500 and it is



hoped that in the future the number will reach @0.0This is a place where
discussion, exchange of views and thoughts of uariodividuals can take
place globally. Members can personalise their idial pages and also
interact with other members, somewhat similar teelbaok. This is an
excellent platform for the Institute to be ablelwild relations with people
world-wide and have a voice to reach them with. Possibilities for this

‘Community’ are vast with promising potential nedde be explored.

Al-Mahdi Alumni is a fairly new initiative and is as the name ®gg a
place for former and current students to interact exchange views, thoughts
and ideas. It is also a forum for where individuaday follow each others
progress during and after studies at Al-Mahdi. Bgrihe years 100’s of
students have attended the Institute, and thetaffaontinuing to attempt to
involve as many students as possible to be a p#necAlumni and thus share
their valuable experiences enriching the Institute.

Association of Ulamais a new and exciting project taken by the Institidt
provide a central focal point for Shia Ulama, Zakin and Scholars around the
world and patrticularly in the West. A gap has bésdentified in this very
important field. The Endeavour will be to invitehstars and provide a
platform where various scholars will be able torshtheir views, experiences
and thoughts from different places and communigésbally. From the
Institute alone we have scholars and speakerdhtha visited many different
parts of the world. This venture will seek to ehriand enhance the
possibilities for speakers and scholars aroundatbed by drawing from the
vast pool of their experiences.

The above initiatives have been revived and ar¢her embryonic stage at the
moment. Plans and discussions are being undertaké&ow to best further elaborate
and expand them, such as set up, whether theydshauk their own individual web-

sites or not, membership etc. It is thought thiabfalhem will be linked from the main

Al-Mahdi Website, profiling them as Al-Mahdi initiaes.



