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ABSTRACT: “The Need for Ilm Al Rijal in Ijtihad”

There is much debate on the need for Ilm Al Rijal in the process of Ijtihad. Those who reject the need for Ilm
Al Rijal pose several justifications. One is that the door of knowledge is shut (bab al ilm munsad) and so jurists
may refer to any conjecture, and since there is a possibility that any given tradition can be valid despite it’s isnad
– especially if it does not contradict the Quran and logic - we can rely on that tradition without referring to Ilm
Al Rijal. Another justification is that khabar al wahid is not valid and unreliable and so a jurist must derive laws
from other sources, such as the Quran, logic and consensus. With the invalidation of khabar al wahid, we no
longer have a need for Ilm Al Rijal.
On the other hand, the majority of jurists correctly believe in the need for Ilm Al Rijal for the process of deriving
laws. Khabar al wahid is a valid source of Islamic laws as long as meets certain conditions and criteria. In fact,
khabar al wahid is the major basis for Shii law. And since one of the most efficient means of validating a tradition
is by studying it’s isnad, we are in need of Ilm Al Rijal.

However, this does not mean that the isnad is the only way to validate the authenticity of a tradition. In our
paper, we will examine the need for Ilm Al Rijal and aim to reach a moderate conclusion that does not put away
with this science completely nor does it make it a central tenet of Ijtihad

